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1- THE NEW WORKSPACE WAS

CREATED BY TAKING THE OLD

INTERIOR APART AND REUSING

AS MANY MATERIALS AS
POSSIBLE IN THE NEW FITOUT.

2- IN THE BOARDROOM A
CUSTOM-DESIGNED CHANDELIER

WAS MADE FROM LAMPS AND

SILICON RUBBER STRAPS.

3+4- MUCH OF THE FURNITURE

AND LIGHTING WAS FOUND,

SALVAGED AND BORROWED, OR

MADE FROM TIMBER SALVAGED

FROM THE SITE.

5- DOORS FROM THE PREVIOUS

FITOUT WERE USED IN A UNIOUE

FEATURE WALL TO DIVIDE

WORKSPACES.

6- PANELS IN THE BOARDROOM

WALL ARE MADE FROM

SALVAGED FLUTED GLASS.

A new office space for national medical recruitment
com pany Skil"ted Med ical has been crafted in a

1920s warehouse that was essentiaU.y taken apart
and reassem bted in a d ifferent order, accord ing to
the project's interior designer Donald HoLt of Hola

Projects. "There was a Lot of excellent resid ual
material there atready'i he says. "There's no need to
ru i n someth i ng that's perfectty good."

Today, the main workspace occu pies the first
floor of what was once a texti[e whotesating business,

whi[e parking and storage at ground [eve[ reptaces a

former print workshop. A beautifuI original Oregon-

[ined timber cei[ing, conceated by a suspended
acoustic ceiting, was a celebrated find by the client
after acquiring the buil'ding. A simple brief called for
the upgrade and preservation of the base building,
provision for growth, a large conference room, utility,
lT and several meeting spaces. The respond ing

design is "c[ean, obvious and open," says HoLt.

A boardroom opening onto decking ftanks the
west side, whi[e the back of house is to the south,
leaving a large workspace environment. Al.L possible
materiats were satvaged and their reincarnation
determined during pLanning. A feature wa[L dividing
workspaces and behind-the-scenes makes a

d ramatic appLication of doors f rom the previous
fitout. Fluted glass sections have been carefu [[y

reclaimed and reworked in new timber framing for
the meeting room and the boardroom watls, where

an outrigger system provides structural support.
Workstations were created to suit the weight of

the buiLding and the general ambience of the space.

H igh partition watls constructed f rom CNC-cut
timber resolve power and data management and at
the same time, retain the desired earthy, non

high-tech aesthetic. An integrated hanging device for

a large map of Austratia within each station is a
considered response to the workplace's need to
regu [ar[y reference recru itment locations. M id-level.

task Lighting caps the partitions and bestows a

change in scale against the high ceil'ing, to lend "a

cocooned feeling in what cou [d have been an

atienating, big space," says Ho[t. Movable EchoPanel

clad fin walls address the need for privacy and a

focused space within a long bench system for each

recruiter. They also al.low for varying staff numbers.

White Hota Projects doesn't subscribe to having a

design styte, Hott confesses to a proctivity for
sculptural lighting and "thirsty materials" - those in
a raw, unfinished or distressed state. "Good fixtures

can take the level. of everything up;' he enthuses.
Other examptes include the selection of a contem-
porary Nur Artemide pendant for the owner's private

meeting room, which atso houses his favourite

coltectables and furniture. Prisma K-lites from lnlite
iLluminate the Lobby and haltways, white making a

big gesture in the kitchen is a Ftos 265 wa[[ tight.

lnfusing a medical overtone with a touch of comic in
the boardroom is a bespoke chandelier dubbed
Dondetier, comprised of large lamps attached by

siticon rubber straps.
Adding further souI to the CoL[ingwood-based

office is the [oca[ artisan custom-making of furniture
and Lighting, reusing timber from the original interior.

According to Hott, the solution is part of the ctient's
idiosyncracy. "This is something that's very rich, it's
about peopte and humanity," of fondl.y collected
elemenls and the repurposing of materials within a

charming historic buiLding that'now breathes new

Life. The SXitteO MedicaL office is a warm , cozy

environment, where everyone and everything has

become part of one famiLy. n

114



ARTICHOKE 1 15



-:t

design statement

The creation of the new offices for
SkiLl"ed Medical was the first time the
organization had commissioned a custom-
buitt space. The culture up to this point
was one of collecting things together and
making do. lt was a family environment
and everyone was invested in this cosy,
yet professionat, i nformality.

It was criticatthat the positive and
incIusive nature of this "big fami[y" be
maintained and encouraged in the new
space. The new environment was to
embrace growth, provide a better-
serviced environment for the employees
and build on the brand.

The planning was simple. Conference
and utitity spaces flank the south and
west, and the remaining Large, open
envi ron ment houses workspaces. The
balance between a historical permanence
of the volume and the normalty ephemeral
nature of modern workstations was a
challenge. We chose to construct a
CNC-cut timber spine that was high and
architectura[, rich and textured - and
which bridged furniture scaled workspace
and the slx-plus, metre-high vo[ume. These
walls were capped with custom tighting
and become the mid ground of the space.

The desk is a long bench system enabting
expansion and contraction of the
capacity along its tength. Privacy is
provided by EcoPanet-clad fin walls that
couLd be moved to accommodate varying
space requirements and to set the
space standards.

High value was placed on materia[texture
and provenance. Walls were made from
doors salvaged from the previousty
demolished fitout. The ftuted glass was
satvaged and repurposed. The Oregon
timbers found in the ceiting cavity were
handed to joiners to make furniture and
Lighting. As much as possible came from
the original buiLding and the residue of
its previous incarnations. The desire for
Local specificity was extended to the use
of makers and craftspeople in the area.
One of the joiners was a block away.
Local artisans made feature tighting.

HoLa Projects

FLOOR PLAN 1:400
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7- TIMBER DECKING FLANKS THE

BOARDROOM ON THE WEST SIDE

OF THE BUILDING.

project
SkiLLed Medical
27 Keel,e Street
Cottingwood VIC 3066
1 300 900 1 00
www.ski Ited med ica[.com

design practice
Hota Projects
I Greenwood Street
Abbotsford VIC 3067
+61 3 9415 BB93

www.ho[aprojects.com

project team
Donald Holt,Hitary Brand,
Joey Law, Thomas Burless

tighting
MedLand Metropo[is

time frame
Design, docu mentation :

3 months
Construction: 1 2 months

builder
Dale Martin

products
walls and ceilings
Base buitding existing
brickwork. Hard ptaster.
Existi ng Oregon-ti ned ceiti ngs
refurbished. I nterior watls

painted plasterboard on

metal studs. Exposed studs
stained and oited with
salvaged fLuted gtass. WaLt

clad in doors satvaged from
the previous fit out.
windows
Existi ng exterior wi ndows
retained. New exterior doors
and windows as required
to fiLLopenings by Skyrange
steetframed doors and
wi ndows. Gatvanized Fin ish.

I nterna[ doors salvaged and
repurposed.
ftooring
0ited and potlshed existing
timber floors. Tonight rugs,
carpet from Super Tuft.
lighting
Workstation tights from ISM

Objects made from satvaged
Oregon on site with design
by Hol'a Projects. Conference
tights are Nur from Artemide
(pink fi[ter), and Dondelier
made byTom Burtess, design
by Hota Projects. Kitchen
tight is Ftos 265 B[ack from
Euroluce. Lobby/haLl Prrsma K

Light watLfrom ln[ite.

ln Reception, Dati [amp is

cou rtesy Rob Cam pbeLl..

furniture
Workstation and Life chair
from Zenith. Storage from
Ptanex and Schiavel[o. Spine
watts by Atex Ear[, design by
Hota Projects. ln reception,
True chair from Ho[t Ctifford
Designers, And rea Wortd
Smil"e from Living Edge and
antiq ue table. Conference
furnitu re is various: fou nd,

salvaged and borrowed.
Kitchen table made by

Gamma Doura, design by HoLa

Projects. KartetL Lizz chairs.
kitchen
Apptiances from Smeg
and Fisher Payket. Corian
worktops. Joinery by Fine
Form. Cabinet faces are Red
Heart Eucalypt veneer from
Abet Lam inati. Splashbacks
are Abet Lami nati Tefor.

bathroom
Ftoors tiles in gingham
pattern Wi n ketman vitrified
tite (three co[ours). Lighting
is Europa wa[[ mount from
Masson For Light.
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