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1_ THE NEW WORKSPACE WAS
CREATED BY TAKING THE OLD
INTERIOR APART AND REUSING
AS MANY MATERIALS AS
POSSIBLE IN THE NEW FITOUT.

2_ IN THE BOAROROOM A
CUSTOM-DESIGNED CHANDELIER
WAS MADE FROM LAMPS AND
SILICON RUBBER STRAPS.

3+4_ MUCH OF THE FURNITURE
AND LIGHTING WAS FOUND,
SALVAGED AND BORROWED, OR
MADE FROM TIMBER SALVAGED
FROM THE SITE.

5. DOORS FROM THE PREVIOUS
FITOUT WERE USED IN A UNIQUE
FEATURE WALL TO DIVIDE
WORKSPACES.

6_ PANELS IN THE BOARDROOM
WALL ARE MADE FROM
SALVAGED FLUTED GLASS.
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A new office space for national medical recruitment
company Skilled Medical has been crafted in a
1920s warehouse that was essentially taken apart
and reassembled in a different order, according to
the project’s interior designer Donald Holt of Hola
Projects. “There was a lot of excellent residual
material there already”, he says. “There's no need to
ruin something that's perfectly good.”

Today, the main workspace occupies the first
floor of what was once a textile wholesaling business,
while parking and storage at ground level replaces a
former print workshop. A beautiful criginal Oregon-
lined timber ceiling, concealed by a suspended
acoustic ceiling, was a celebrated find by the client
after acquiring the building. A simple brief called for
the upgrade and preservation of the base building,
provision for growth, a large conference room, utility,
IT and several meeting spaces. The responding
design is “clean, cbvious and open,” says Holt.

A boardroom opening onto decking flanks the
west side, while the back of house is to the south,
leaving a large workspace environment. All possible
materials were salvaged and their reincarnation
determined during planning. A feature wall dividing
workspaces and behind-the-scenes makes a
dramatic application of doors from the previous
fitout. Fluted glass sections have been carefully
reclaimed and reworked in new timber framing for
the meeting room and the boardroom walls, where
an outrigger system provides structural support.

Workstations were created to suit the weight of
the building and the general ambience of the space.
High partition walls constructed from CNC-cut
timber resolve power and data management and at
the same time, retain the desired earthy, non
high-tech aesthetic. An integrated hanging device for

a large map of Australia within each station is a
considered response to the workplace's need to
regularly reference recruitment locations. Mid-level
task lighting caps the partitions and bestows a
change in scale against the high ceiling, to lend "a
cocooned feeling in what could have been an
alienating, big space,” says Holt. Movable EchoPanel
clad fin walls address the need for privacy and a
focused space within a long bench system for each
recruiter. They also allow for varying staff numbers.

While Hola Projects doesn't subscribe to having a
design style, Holt confesses to a proclivity for
sculptural lighting and “thirsty materials” - those in
a raw, unfinished or distressed state. “Good fixtures
can take the level of everything up,” he enthuses.
Other examples include the selection of a contem-
porary Nur Artemide pendant for the owner’s private
meeting room, which also houses his favourite
collectables and furniture, Prisma K-lites from Inlite
illuminate the lobby and hallways, while making a
big gesture in the kitchen is a Flos 265 wall light.
Infusing a medical overtone with a touch of comic in
the boardroom is a bespoke chandelier dubbed
Dondelier, comprised of large lamps attached by
silicon rubber straps.

Adding further soul to the Collingwood-based
office is the local artisan custom-making of furniture
and lighting, reusing timber from the original interior.
According to Holt, the solution is part of the client’s
idiosyncracy. “This is something that's very rich, it's
about people and humanity, of fondly collected
elements and the repurposing of materials within a
charming historic building that now breathes new
life. The Skilled Medical office is a warm, cozy
environment, where everyone and everything has
become part of one family. a
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design statement

The creation of the new offices for

Skilled Medical was the first time the
organization had commissioned a custom-
built space. The culture up to this point
was one of collecting things together and
making do. It was a family environment
and everyone was invested in this cosy,
yet professional, informality.

It was eritical that the positive and
inclusive nature of this “big family” be
maintained and encouraged in the new
space. The new environment was to
embrace growth, provide a better-
serviced environment for the employees
and build on the brand.

The planning was simple. Conference

and utility spaces flank the south and
west, and the remaining large, open
environment houses workspaces. The
balance between a historical permanence
of the volume and the normally ephemeral
nature of modern workstations was a
challenge. We chose to construct a
CNC-cut timber spine that was high and
architectural, rich and textured — and
which bridged furniture scaled workspace
and the six-plus, metre-high volume. These
walls were capped with custom lighting
and become the mid ground of the space.

The desk is a long bench system enabling
expansion and contraction of the
capacity along its length. Privacy is
provided by EcoPanel-clad fin walls that
could be moved to accommodate varying
space requirements and to set the
space standards.

High value was placed on material texture
and provenance. Walls were made from
doors salvaged from the previously
demolished fitout. The fluted glass was
salvaged and repurposed. The Oregon
timbers found in the ceiling cavity were
handed to joiners to make furniture and
lighting. As much as possible came from
the original building and the residue of
its previous incarnations, The desire for
local specificity was extended to the use
of makers and craftspeople in the area.
One of the joiners was a block away.
Local artisans made feature lighting,

Hola Projects
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7. TIMBER DECKING FLANKS THE
BOARDROOM ON THE WEST SIDE

OF THE BUILDING.

project

Zkilled Medical

27 Heele Street
Collingwood VIC 3066
1300 300 100
wiww.skilledmedical.com

design practice
Hola Projects

3 Greenwood Street
Abbotsford VIC 3067
+613 94158893

www.holaprojects.com

project team

Donald Holt Hilary Brand,
Jogy Law, Thomas Burless
lighting

Medland Metropolis

time frame

Design, documentation:

3 months

Construction: 12 months
builder

Dale Martin

products

walls and ceilings
Base building existing
brickwork. Hard plaster,
Existing Oregon-linad
refurbished. Interior walls

ings

painted plasterboard on
metal atuds. Exposed studs
stained and oiled with
salvaged fluted glass. Wall
clad in doors salvaged from
the previous fit out.
windows

Existing exterior windows
retained. New exterior doors
and windows as required

to fill openings by Skyrange
steel framed doors and
windows. Galvanized Finish.
Internal doors salvaged and
repurposed,

flooring

Oiled and polished existing
timber floors. Tonight rugs,
carpet from Super Tuft,
lighting

Workstation lights from 1SM
Objects made from =alvaged
Oregon on site with design
by Hola Projects. Conference
lights are Nur from Arternide
(pink filter), and Dondelier
made by Tom Burless, design
by Hola Projects, Kitchen
light is Flos 265 Black from
Euroluce. Lobby/hall Prisma ¥
light wall from Intite.

In Reception, Dali lamp is
courtesy Rob Campbell.
furniture

Workstation and Life chair
from Zenith, Storage from
Planex and Schiavello: Spine
walls by Alex Earl, design by
Hola Projects. In reception,
True chair frorn Holt Clifford
Designers, Andrea World
Smile from Living Edge and
antique table. Confersnce
furniture is various: found,
salvaged and borrowed
Kitchen table made by
Gamma Doura, design by Hola
Prajects. Kartell Lizz chairs.
kitchen

Appliances from Smeg

and Fisher Paykel. Corian
warktops. Joinery by Fine
Form. Cabinet faces are Red
Heart Eucalypt veneer from
Abat Laminati, Splashbacks
are Abet Laminati Tefar,
bathroom

Floors tites in gingham
pattern Winkelman vitrified
tile (three colours). Lighting
is Europa wall mount from
Masson Far Light.







