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Spring time is 
deck time

maintenance. If the deck just looks a little 
tired, give it a wash, allow the surface to 
dry (a warm, sunny day in between is 
perfect) then apply a coat of the product 
originally used. If the product used was 
a penetrating oil and it hasn’t long been 
treated, one coat would be suffi cient to 
return it to its original glory.

Problems can arise, however, if you 
are not sure what coating has been used. 
Some coatings do not work together and 
can cause problems such as rejection, not 
drying and peeling off, to name a few. If 
unsure, it is always recommended to try 
a sample patch in an inconspicuous spot 
e.g. under where the barbeque will sit. 

When using oils, not all are the same. 
Some of the synthetic oils don’t have as 
much to do with oil as you would expect. 
They are petroleum based with many 
other additives. Often these modifi ed 
oils are water based (oil and water don’t 
mix, or so we were taught in chemistry 
class). What happens with many of these 
synthetic oils is the softeners in the 
coating dry out from the sun, causing a 
break in the coating layer. This then starts 
to turn grey as the rain gets in under the 
coating causing further breakdown. This 
process not only deteriorates the timber, 
but looks unsightly as well. The only way 
to fi x this kind of surface is to sand the 
area back and re-coat, usually equating to 
more expense and work long term.

Greying timber
Regular maintenance is best but if, 

as can often happen, life gets in the way 
and maintenance has been left too long 
you will probably have already noticed 
the timber greying off. If this occurs give 
the deck a wash with a strong detergent, 
oxalic acid or Livos’ eco friendlier version 
of oxalic acid, Glouros Natural Siding and 

Winter is fi nally over! The daylight 
hours are increasing and barbeques are 
being fi red up. Time to pay the deck some 
attention.  Maintaining not only your 
timber decks but also any external timber 
windows, doors or furniture, will keep 
the surfaces looking good and also stops 
premature deterioration of the timber. 

The method and effort you need to 
put in is dependent on many factors. For 
instance, the type of timber, what it was 
treated with, when it was treated and the 
state it is now in.

From cleaning to coating
All decks can use a good clean now 

and again. This can be a simple clean 
with a bucket and broom. If it is very dirty, 
has moss or other stains e.g. from bird 
droppings or renovation works, a stiff 
brush and high pressure cleaner works 
wonders. (Editor’s note: pay attention when 
using high pressure cleaners on timber, as 
they can strip and splinter the timber. Don’t 
use it with too high a jet pressure or place 
the tip too close to the timber.)

There are several considerations to 
be made when deciding the method of 
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Below left: Right side untreated and greyed 
off, middle section washed with the Livos 
Glouros cleaner. The greyness is removed; 
timber structure and colour shows through 
and pores are opened to enable better 
penetration of the oil.
Below right: Oiling in progress.
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� Livos Australia

Supplies a large range of plant based 
non-toxic products for various surfaces. 
The products are biologically degradable, 
sustainable and are harmless, even in direct 
contact with humans, animals and plants.

03 9762 9181, www.livos.com.au

Masonry cleaner. Cleaning should remove 
the greyness from the surface and open 
up the pores enabling better and deeper 
penetration of the decking oil that is to be 
applied.    

Once you are happy that the deck 
is clean and completely dry then it is 
time to coat it. Most external oils on 
the market are pigmented so you can 
work with the colour of the timber 
and enhance its natural tones. Or 
alternatively, if you have a timber you 
are not happy with, use another stain 
and disguise the species. You can even 
make a bold statement by using a black 
stain (black is becoming increasingly 
popular, especially on timber screens). If 
the timber has greyed off then it is best 
to nourish again by applying two coats. 
Follow the manufacturer’s instructions 
and if still not sure, check out their 
website. Most websites now contain 
extensive information sheets and videos. 
If all else fails, contact the supplier or 
where you purchased the product.

Sanding

If you have either left your deck 
uncoated for far too long or you purchase 
a house with exterior timber in dire 
straits, then sanding would most likely be 
required. This does not necessarily need 
to be aggressive sanding, just enough to 
smooth the surface to remove any surface 
splinters. If the coating is varnish and 
it has split, only sanding back to bare 
timber will remove it. 

When sanding, a common problem 
arises if the deck has been top nailed, as 
the nails may need to be countersunk 
if they are not below the surface. 
Remember to just go below the surface, 
too deep can splinter the timber and 
will only be a dirt trap. Some decks are 
screwed down, so have a drill handy if 
necessary. Hand sanding, paint thinner 
and lots of patience may be required if 
your deck has screws with a round head.

Do your research and choose the 
product you will use wisely. Keeping an eye 
on the maintenance of the surface ensures 
it is not only a pleasure to look at and use, 
but also makes the timber last longer and 
future maintenance a breeze.  �

Angela Petruzzi is a director at Livos 
Australia, the national distributors of the 
Livos range of products. Her passion is to 
provide healthier alternatives that work.

Links & resources

Above and right: Oiled and rejuvenated 
ironbark deck is ready for enjoying those 
lovely summer days.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Coated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 100
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 100
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on '72dpi proofs'] [Based on '72dpi proofs'] [Based on '72dpi proofs'] [Based on 'Smallest File Size'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.276 788.031]
>> setpagedevice


